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Don Johnson

From: Peter Ashton

Sent: Friday, January 20, 2006 11:24 AM

To: Don Johnson; Christine Joyce

Subject: Draft ch 70 Letter

Don:

Here is my draft of the letter for the Board’s approval Monday night re the Ch 70 proposal.

Peter

1/20/2006



TOWN OF ACTON
472Main Street

Acton, Massachusetts,01720
Telephone(978)264-9612

Fax(978) 264-9630
E-Mail BOS@town.acton.ma.us

January23,2006

SenatorPamelaResor
StateHouse
Boston,MA 02133

DearSenatorResor,

TheBoardof Selectmanhasvotedto supportandendorsethe proposalto reformChapter
70 stateaid to educationto increasethe minimumamountof aid to all communitiesto $2,000per
student.Weurgeyouto supportthis legislationas it is awin-win for all communitiesandwould
helprestorethe intentof EdReformwhenit was first passedin 1993. We understandthat this
proposalwould holdall communitiesharmless,that is no communitieswouldsuffera loss in
Chapter70 funding,andapproximately30 percentof the communitiesin the Commonwealth
including Actonwouldbenefit.

Theproposalis an intelligent,well-conceivedapproachto reformingthe outdated
Chapter70 formula. Chapter70 aidhasnot keptup with the mostbasicof all economicrealities:
inflation. The theoryof theproposalseeksto counterthe effectsthat inflation hashadon
foundationbudgetsandminimumaid since1993 whichhasshifteda significantportionof the
fundingof educationonto the local propertytax. In Acton, schoolenrollmentincreasedrapidly
in the late 1990sandearly2000s,andthe declinein stateaidhasharmednot only the schools’
ability to fund its budget,but it hasalsogreatlyharmedthe ability of themunicipal side of town
governmentto fund its services. On an inflation-adjustedbasis,stateaid to Acton still lags1999
levels. Since2000,propertytaxeshaverisenabout50 percentin Actonwhile stateaid hasrisen
only 6 percent stateaidnow accountsfor about 10 percentof ourbudgetwhereasin 2000it
accountedfor almost 14 percentof our budget.At atime whenstaterevenuesareup, it is time
for the stateto helpall communitiesalleviate someof the increasedburdenthat hasbeenplaced
on local communitiesandlocalpropertyownersto fund basicservices.

Thus far theproposalhasreceivedsignificantsupportfrom othercommunitiesandwe
urgeyou andotherlegislatorsto work hardto seekpassageof this proposalas a meansof giving
fair treatmentto all communities.

Verytruly yours,

PeterK. Ashton
Chairman

cc: William Ryan,Superintendent
Acton Public SchoolCommittee

PeterK. Ashton, Chairman
Board of Selectmen


